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Mission Statement 
 

Chosen to Serve, Commissioned to Go, Anointed to Do, God’s Will! 
 
 

Vision Statement 
 

Bethel Christian Methodist Episcopal Church exist to serve as a spiritual source of guidance to a lost  
and dying world, bringing it to, God's redemptive love and power. Our aim is to be totally submissive to the 
service of God’s Will, as we seek the leading of the Holy Spirit in our personal and corporate lives. 
 
We strive to provide an atmosphere of Love, Faith, and Hope That will impact the development for 
children, youth and young adults, spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, social and physically. Our standard 
for living is God’s Word, in which our hearts and minds are renewed, and revived, our lives are transformed, 
and our spirituality enhanced. 
 
Our commission is to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all humanity, bringing others into a personal 
relationship with God.  We serve to be an example to the world showing it how Christ has changed our lives 
and how He desires to change other lives as well.  God’s love compels us to go into all the world and make 
committed and faithful disciples. 
 
We serve to uplift each other spiritually, encouraging consistent private and corporate communion with both 
God and persons of like minds, so that we may be accountable to God and one another,.  Our doors are 
always open to lend a helping hand to families, the elderly, the handicap, the poor and the disadvantages, 
those hospitalized or institutionalized, and those needing emergency or temporary relief that maybe 
struggling in their daily lives.   
 
Our services and resources are not limited to our membership only, but also to our community and the world 
at large, as we are Chosen to Serve, Commissioned to Go, Anointed to Do, God’s Will! 
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How Do You Come to the Father...? 
 
▪Salvation / Born Again / Saved 
What does it mean to be saved or receive salvation?  To be born-again?  A total submission of your 
personal will to God’s perfect will is the answer.  The bible states, “...you must be born again” (John 
3:3).  When one turns from the ways of satan and turns to God for total direction and guidance and 
begins to fellowship with other believers of the Word.  The process is in place.  One has to change the 
position that they are in and began to allow the Holy Spirit to direct the footsteps and show you the 
ways to live by example of the Word of God.  Our Father has no respect of person and welcomes all 
to the kingdom of God.   
Scripture References:  Ps. 27:1; Hab. 3:18; John 3:3-8; Rom. 1:16, 10:8, 9; Phil. 2:12; Heb. 4:4-6; 
James. 2:22 
 
▪Rededication 
For one reason or another we turn away from God and everything that we have been taught and 
believe.  This is not the end of the world when you realize your wrong and come humbly back to 
Christ.  The enemy (satan) is as smart as he is dumb with the tricks and traps that he places in front 
of God’s people.  He sends individuals and things in our paths that he knows we like and want, such 
as relationships and material things to turn our attention away from God.  However, the door to the 
throne room is forever open and Christ waits for our return.  It saddens the Shepherd when one of the 
sleep is lost.  He will leave a hundred sheep to look for the lost one. 
Scripture Reference:  II Chron. 8: 14; Matt. 9:13; Jn. 8:7; Rom. 3:23; I Cor. 1:20-22; II Thes. 2:3;  
I Jn. 1:8 
 
▪Christian Experience 
When an individual changes his/her membership to another church or denomination, and is in good 
standing with the former church, that individual comes under Christian Experience.  This is a saint that 
has spent time in the presents of the Most High and has studied the scriptures and applied the 
principles to their life. 
Scripture Reference:  II Tim 2:15; Heb. 12:23 
 
What does the Bible say about the Holy Spirit, Fasting, Prayer, Tithing and Stewardship to sustain the 
people of God? 
 
▪Holy Spirit 
The Holy Spirit is a gift, the Word of God states “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also that Holy One who is to be born will be called the 
Son of God” Luke 1:35.  The Holy Spirit is one of the most misunderstood person in the Bible.  Why 
do people fear Him?  The fear comes when we try to see spiritual things with  human eyes.  This can 
not be!!! The Holy Spirit is a comforter, teacher and friend.  When we open ourselves to the Holy Spirit 
we relinquish our will and accept His will and allow the Holy Spirit total control. 
Scripture References:  Matt. 1:18; Mk. 1:8; Luke 1:35, 3:22, 12:12; Acts 2:4, 19:2; I Cor. 2:13, I Peter 
1:2; II Peter 1:21  
 
▪Fasting  
Fasting is a practice that has always been present in the bible during the law (Old Testament) and 
after the law (New Testament).  Fasting is a form of submission to God and authority so that His 
perfect will can be done.  If in fasting complete submission is not going to occur then the fast is 
invalid.  Because fasting is biblical and can be done both privately and corporately, this practice is the 
act of putting aside food and/or drink for a period of time.  Every Tuesday is the church’s corporate 
day of fasting. 
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3 Types of Fasting 
Absolute Fast             complete abstain from food and drink - Esther 4:16, Acts. 9:9 
Normal Fast              abstain from food, but not water - Matthew 4:2 
Daniel Fast    abstain from pleasure foods (eg. desserts, meats, starches)   
   Dan. 1:8, Dan. 10:3     
 
Scripture References:  Isa. 58:1-12; Jer. 36:6; Matt. 6:2,5,16-18, 9:14,15; I Cor. 7:5 
 
   
▪Prayer 
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
request be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”  Phil. 4:6-7 
 

Components of  Prayer 
   1 - Praise and Adoration - worship 
   2 - Confession - admit and acknowledge faults and wrong doings 
   3 - Intercession - prayer for others  
   4 - Petition and supplication - personal / family related request 
   5 - Thanksgiving - glorify and edify His goodness 
 
 
Prayer is a daily practice, not a daily chore.  The conversations that are had with our Heavenly Father 
are the most important conversation that we will have throughout the course of the day.  It’s a 
relationship, a discipline and way of life.   
 
Prayer keeps us connected to God.  Prayer keeps us united in faith and connected by love.  Prayer is 
neither complex or simple, God just wants to hear from us.  Prayer - Promises to release abundant 
blessings and youthfulness for everlasting life and restoration. 
 
Scripture References:  Job 16:17; Ps. 55:17, 72:15; Prov. 15:8;  Matt. 6:5,9, 26:41; Luke 11:1; Jn. 
14:16; Acts 6:4; Rom. 12:12; Col. 4:12; I Thes. 5:17; Jms. 5:15, 16;  I Jn 5:16 
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▪Ministry of Giving 
Tithe is mentioned 11 times in the Old Testament and 2 times in the New Testament. 
 
Jesus spoke more about money in the New Testament, than He did about the Kingdom. Why? 
because He knew the hold on money, if it gets you, or if you get it.  
In other words if you control God's money, or allows God's money to control you. 
 
The Bible distinguishes between 4 different kinds of giving, each with a different purpose, motivation 
and different rewards for you to expect back. 
 
1. The Tithe (10%)  – Malachi 3:8-12 
God blessed you with 100% of everything that you have and now He is asking you to give 10% back to 
Him, so that He can continue blessing you through the 90% that are left. 
Leviticus 27:30  And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the 
tree, is the LORD'S: it is holy unto the LORD. 
۩Here the motivation is simply obedience and the reward is the blessing. 

 
2. The Seed – Mark 4:8 
Your future lies within your seed, because seed sown in the good ground is what will spring forth and 
multiply 30, 60, 100 or as many fold as you dare to believe for. 
۩Here the motivation is the reward, which is a harvest of at least 30, 60 or 100fold. 

 
3. First Fruits – Proverb 3:9-10 & Nehemiah 10:36 
First fruits should be given at least every year and they are always the increase of your income, 
compared to your income in the previous year. 
It is a way of showing God that you are not in love with money, but simply grateful for Him supplying 
you. 
۩Here the motivation is generosity and the reward is the abundant life. 

 
4. Alms - Benevolent – Matthew 6:3-4 & Proverbs 19:17  
Alms is the only type that should be given to people, churches or ministries, because they are in need, 
whereas the others all have another major motivation behind them. 
۩Here the motivation is compassion, sympathy and love and the reward is reimbursement, joy and 
treasures in heaven. 
It is vitally important for your alms to be given in secret, protecting peoples dignity in their crisis. 
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▪Stewardship 
 
One is a good steward to God, when he is accountable for his every action and deed.  Accountability 
is an integral part of daily living.  When much is given much is required.   
 
As stewards we are managers of the household and property of the church and are considered 
guardians of God’s affairs.  Jesus Christ will require an accounting of each person’s stewardship.  As 
stewards we are to manage our time, talent, or money, the steward should endeavor to avoid waste, 
maximize return, and above all assure that all investments are pleasing to God.    Time should be 
used wisely; talents should be shared to edify others and glorify God; money should be spent carefully 
and given a responsibility.   
 
Scripture References:  Deut. 10:14; Ps. 24:1, 2, 95; Luke 16:1-10, 19:11-26;   
Acts 17:25;I Cor. 4:2; II Cor. 5:10, 9:6-12 
 
 

ATTRIBUTES OF CHRISTIANS 
(A Believer, A Child of God, Children of God, Born Again, Saved) 

1. Being A Church of Love - John 13:34-35;  
2. Being A Family Church - Romans 12:5 
3. Being A Spirit Filled Church, that God Is Looking for - Acts 1:8  
4. Being A Church of Worship and Praise - John 4:24; Ps 67:3 
5. Being A Praying and Fasting Church - Matthew 17:21 
6. Being A Preaching and Teaching Church - 2 Timothy 2:15; 2 Timothy 4:2 
7. Being An Evangelistic Church - Matthew 28:19-20   
8. Being An Out Reaching Church - Matthew 25:35-40 
9. Being A Tithing and Giving Church - Malachi 3:8-12 
10. Being A Timely Church - 1 Corinthians 14:40 
11. Being A Youth Invested Church - Proverbs 22:6; Matthew 19:14 
12. Being An Obedient Church - Hebrews 13:17; 1 Samuel 15:22 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new. 
 
Romans 12:1-2 
1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  
2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  
 
If you are save, and Jesus is your personal Saviour, then there should be a change, you should change, 
people should see it. 
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Daily Confession 
 
Lord Jesus, I come before you humbled and broken to be used by You.  It is through Your power 
that I move and have my being.  I thank You for this day that is fresh with your tender mercies and 
grace.   
 
Today I relinquish my will to Your will and allow You to have complete control of my life.  Let the 
light that shines in me be a beacon for Your glory.  I ask that You apply your hand to every 
situation in my life, family, children, church and mission.  I want to be an open vessel for your glory.  I 
realize that without You, I can do nothing and with You all things are possible.   
 
I stand on the promises of your Word that no weapon that is formed against me will prosper, You 
didn’t tell me that that they would not be formed but that they will not prosper.  I thank You and 
praise You on credit for all the many abundant blessing that are mine that are coming into 
manifestation.  Only Your will and Your way, in the Matchless Name of the Most High God.  
Amen. 
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STEPS TO SALVATION 
 

1. ۩ Admit your needs-that you are a sinner in need of God’s forgiveness. 
 

2. ۩ Be willing to turn from trusting in anything else for eternal life and trust only in Christ. 
 

3. ۩ Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross, came back to life from the grave, and is 
your only way to heaven. 

 
4. ۩ Accept Jesus’ offer to forgive your sins and come into your life as your Savior. 

 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith (Apostle's Creed) 
 

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth: And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended 
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church (the Universal Church); the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen 
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♦Articles of Religion 
 
Article1:Of Faith in the Holy Trinity 
There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without body or parts; of infinite power, wisdom, and 
goodness; the maker and preserver of all things, both visible and invisible.  And in unity of this 
Godhead, there are three persons of one substance, power and eternity –the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. (Matthew3:16-17; 28:19-20) 
 
Article2:  Of the Word or Son of God Who Was Made Very Man  
The Son, who is the Word of the Father, the very and eternal God, of One substance with the Father 
took man’s nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin; so that two whole and perfect natures-that is to 
say the God-head and manhood--were joined together in one person never to be divided, whereof is 
one Christ very God and very man, who truly suffered, was crucified, dead and buried, to reconcile his  
Father to us and to be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but also for actual sins of men.(John1:1-3, 
14; Colossians 1:15-18) 
 
Article3:  Of the Resurrection of Christ 
Christ did truly rise again from the dead, and took again his body, with all things appertaining to the 
perfection of man’s nature, wherewith he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth until he returns  
to judge all men at the last day.(John 20:18-20; Luke 24:36-42; 1 Corinthians 15:12-19)6  
 
Article4:  Of the Holy Ghost 
The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the Son, is of one substance, majesty, and glory, with 
the Father and the Son, very and eternal God. (John 15:26; 16:7-8;13-14) 
 
Article5:  The Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation 
The Holy Scriptures containeth all things necessary to salvation; so That whatsoever is not read 
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be believed as an 
article of the faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation.  In the name of the Holy Scripture, 
we do understand those canonical books of the Old and New Testaments, of which authority was never 
any doubt in the church.  The names of the canonical books are: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, the First Book of Samuel, the Second Book of Samuel, the First 
Book of Kings, the Second Book of Kings, the First Book of Chronicles, the Second Book of 
Chronicles, the Book of Ezra, the Book of Nehemiah, the Book of Esther, the Book of Job, the Psalms, 
the Proverbs, Ecclesiastes or the Preacher, Cantica or Songs of Solomon, Four Prophets the greater, 
Twelve Prophets the less.  All the Books of the New Testament, as they are commonly received, we do 
receive and account canonical. 
 
Article6:  Of the Old Testament 
The Old Testament is not contrary to the New; for both in the Old and New Testaments everlasting life 
is offered to mankind by Christ, who is the only  Mediator between God and man, being both God and 
man.  Wherefore, they are not to be heard who feign that the old fathers did look only for transitory 
promises.  Although the law given from God to Moses, as touching ceremonies and rites, doth not bind 
Christians, nor ought the civil precepts thereof of necessity to be received in any Commonwealth; yet 
notwithstanding, no Christian whatsoever is free from the obedience of the commandments, which are 
called moral.7  
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Article7:  Of Original or Birth-Sin 
Original Sin standeth not in the following of Adam (as the Pelagians do vainly talk), but it is the 
corruption of the nature of every man, that naturally is engendered of the offspring of Adam, whereby 
man, is very far gone from original righteousness, and of his own nature inclined to do evil, and that 
continually. (Genesis 6:5; 8:21, Psalm51:5) 
 
Article8:  Of Free Will 
The condition of man after the fall of Adam is such that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his own 
natural strength and works, to faith, and calling upon God; wherefore we have no power to do good 
works, pleasant and acceptable to God without the grace of God by Christ preventing us, that we may 
have a good will, and working with us, when we have that good will. 
 
Article9:  Of the Justification of Man 
We are accounted righteous before God, only for the merit of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, by 
faith, and not for our own works or deservings; wherefore, that we are justified by faith only, is a most 
wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort. 
 
Article10:  Of Good Works 
Although good works, which are the fruits of faith, and follow after justification, cannot put away our 
sins, and endure the severity of God’s judgment; yet are they pleasing and accept able to God in Christ, 
and spring out of a true and lively faith, insomuch that by them a lively faith may be as evidently 
known, as a tree discerned by its fruit.(Romans 3:27-28; 4:2-6; Matthew 5:16; Ephesians 2:8-10) 
 
Article11:  Of Works of Supererogation 
Voluntary works, besides, over and above God’s commandments, which are called works of 
supererogation, cannot be taught without arrogancy and impiety.  For by them men do declare, that 
they do not only render unto God as much as they are bound to do, but that they do more for His sake 
than of bounden duty is required whereas Christ saith plainly, “When ye have done all that is 
commanded of you, say, We are unprofitable servants.” 
 
Article12:  Of Sin After Justification 
Not every sin, willingly committed after justification, is the sin against the Holy Ghost, and 
unpardonable.  Wherefore, the grant of repentance is not denied to such as fall into sin after 
justification.  After we have received the Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace given, and fall into 
sin, and, by the grace of God, rise again and amend our lives.  And, therefore, they are to be 
condemned who say they can no more sin as long as they live here, or deny the place of forgiveness to 
such as truly repent. 
 
Article13:  Of the Church 
The visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men, in which the pure Word of God is 
preached, and the sacraments duly administered, according to Christ’s ordinance, in all those things 
that of necessity are requisite to the same. 
 
 
 
 

Pg 9 of 25 

 



Bethel Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 
“Chosen to Serve, Commissioned to Go, Anointed to Do God’s Will !” 

 
 
 

Rev. James L. Tillman                              Rev. Travis A. Morris                       Bishop Bobby R. Best 
Pastor                                                       Presiding Elder                                 Presiding Prelate 

Article14:  Of Purgatory 
The Romish doctrine concerning purgatory, pardons, worshipping, and adoration as well of images as 
of relics, and also invocation of saints, is a fond thing, vainly invented, and grounded upon no warrant 
of Scripture but repugnant to the Word of God. 
 
Article15:  Of Speaking in the Congregation in Such a Tongue as the People Understand 
It is a thing plainly repugnant to the Word of God, and the custom of the Primitive Church, to have 
public prayer in the church or to minister the sacraments in a tongue not understood by the people.9  
 
Article16:  Of the Sacraments 
Sacraments, ordained of Christ, are not only badges or tokens of Christian men’s profession; but rather 
they are certain signs of grace, and God’s good will toward us.  He doth work invisibly in us and doth, 
not only quicken, but also strengthen and confirm our faith in Him. There are two sacraments ordained 
of Christ our Lord in the Gospel; that is to say Baptism and the Supper of our Lord. 
 
Those five commonly called sacraments-that is to say Confirmation, Penance, Orders, Matrimony, and 
Extreme Unction –are not to be counted for Sacraments of the Gospel, being such as have partly grown 
out of the corrupt following of the apostles and partly are states of life allowed in the Scriptures, but 
yet have not the like nature of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, because they have not any visible sign 
or ceremony ordained of God. 
 
The sacraments were not ordained of Christ to be gazed upon, or to be carried about; but that we 
should duly use them.  And in such only as worthily receive the same, they have a wholesome effect or 
operation; but they that receive them unworthily, purchase to themselves condemnation as Saint Paul 
saith, (See Articles 17 & 18) 
 
Article17:  Of Baptism 
Baptism is not only a sign of profession and mark of difference, whereby Christians are distinguished 
from others that are not baptized; but it is also a sign of regeneration, or the new birth.  The baptism of 
young children is to be retained in the Church. (John 1:29-34;3:3-8) 
 
Article18: Of the Lord’s Supper 
The Supper of the Lord is not only a sign of the love that Christians ought to have among themselves 
one to another, but rather is a sacrament of our redemption by Christ’s death; insomuch that, to such as 
rightly, worthily, and with faith receive the same, the bread which we break is a partaking of the body 
of Christ; and likewise the cup of blessing is a partaking of the blood of Christ. 
 
Transubstantiation, or the change of the substance of bread and wine in the Supper of the Lord, cannot 
be proved by Holy Writ; but is repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, over throweth the nature of a 
sacrament, and hath given occasion to many superstitions. 
 
The body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten in the Supper only after a heavenly and spiritual manner.  
And the means whereby the body of Christ is received and eaten in the Supper, is faith. 
 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was not by Christ’s ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted up, or 
worshipped.  (1 Corinthians 11:24-26; Luke 22:14-20) 
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Article19:  Of Both Kinds 
The cup of the Lord is not to be denied to the lay people; for both parts of the Lord’s Supper, by 
Christ’s ordinance and commandment, ought to be administered to all Christian alike. 
 
Article20:  Of the One Oblation of Christ Finished Upon the Cross 
The offering of Christ once made is that perfect redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all the 
sins of the whole world, both original, and actual; and there is none other satisfaction for sin but that 
alone.  Wherefore the sacrifice of masses, in which it is commonly said that the priest doth offer Christ 
for the quick and the dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, is a blasphemous fable and dangerous 
deceit.(Hebrews 9:24-28) 
 
Article21:  Of the Marriage of Ministers 
The ministers of Christ are not commanded by God’s law either to vow the estate of single life, or to 
abstain from marriage; therefore it is lawful for them, as for all other Christians to marry, at their own 
discretion as they shall judge the same to serve best to Godliness. 
 
Article22:  Of the Rites and Ceremonies of Churches 
It is not necessary that rites and ceremonies should in all places be the same, or exactly alike; for they 
have been always different, and may be changed according to the diversity of countries; times; and 
men’s manners, so that nothing be ordained against God’s Word.    
 
Whosoever, through his private judgment, willingly and purposely, doth openly break the rites and 
ceremonies of the Church to which he belongs, which are repugnant to the Word of God, and are 
ordained and approved by common authority, ought to be rebuked openly, that others may fear to do 
the like, as one that offendeth against the common order of the Church, and woundeth the conscience 
of weak brethren. 
 
Every particular Church may ordain, change, or abolish rites and ceremonies so that all things may be 
done to edification. 
 
Article23:  Of the Rulers of the United States of America 
The President, the Congress and the general assemblies, the governors, and the councils of state, as the 
delegates of the people, are the rulers of the United States of America, according to the division of 
power made to them by the constitution of their respective states.  And the said states are a sovereign 
and independent nation and ought not to be subject to any foreign jurisdiction. (Romans 13:1-7) 
 
Article24:  Of Christian Men’s Goods 
The riches and goods of Christians are not common, as touching the right, title, and possession of the 
same, as some do falsely boast.  Notwithstanding every man ought, of such things as he possesseth, 
liberally to give alms to the poor according to his ability.12  
 
Article25:  Of a Christian Man’s Oath 
As we confess that vain and rash swearing is forbidden Christian men by our Lord Jesus Christ and 
James, His apostle; so we judge that the Christian religion doth not prohibit, but that a man may swear 
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when the magistrate requireth, in a cause of faith and charity, so it be done according to the prophet’s 
teaching, in justice, judgment and truth. 
 

♦General Rules 
 
Use the following pages to discuss the General Rules using the referenced scriptures as time permits. 
 
The General Rules of “The United Societies” organized by Mr. Wesley in 1739 are as follows: 
 
There is only one condition previously required of those who desire admission in to these societies, a 
“desire to flee from the wrath to come, and to be saved from their sins.”  But wherever this is really 
fixed in the soul, it will be shown by its fruits.  It is, therefore, expected of all who continue therein 
that they shall continue to evidence their desire of salvation,(Matthew 3:7) 
 
The Negative Rules 
First, by doing no harm, by avoiding evil of every kind, especially that which is most generally 
practiced, such as: 
 
1.   The taking of the name of God in vain. (Exodus 20:7) 
 
2.   The profaning the day of the Lord, either by doing ordinary work therein, or by buying or  
selling. (Exodus 20:8-9) 
 
3.   Drunkenness, or drinking spirituous liquors unless in cases of necessity. 
(Romans 13:11-14, Ephesians 5:15-20; Proverbs 23:20-21, 20:1; Luke 21:34-36)13  
 
4.Fighting, quarrelling, brawling, brother going to law with brother, returning evil for evil, or railing 
for railing; the use of many words in buying or selling. (James 4:1-10; Hebrews 13:5; I Corinthians 
6:1-8; Romans 12:17, 21; 1 Peter 3:9) 
 
5.   The buying or selling of goods that have not paid the duty.  (Matthew 22:21) 
 
6.   The giving or taking things on usury, i.e. unlawful interest. (Romans 13:7)  
 
7.    Uncharitable or unprofitable conversation, particularly, speaking evil of magistrates or of  
ministers.(Philippians 1:27;3:17-21)  
 
8.    Doing to others as we would not they should do unto us. (Matthew 7:12) 
 
9.    Doing what we know is not for the glory of God, such as:   
The putting on of gold and costly apparel  
The taking such diversions as cannot be used in the Name of the Lord Jesus 
The singing those songs, or reading those books, which do not tend to the knowledge or love of God 
Softness or needless self-indulgence  
Laying up treasure upon earth 
Borrowing without a probability of paying, or taking up goods without a probability of paying for them  

Pg 12 of 25 

 



Bethel Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 
“Chosen to Serve, Commissioned to Go, Anointed to Do God’s Will !” 

 
 
 

Rev. James L. Tillman                              Rev. Travis A. Morris                       Bishop Bobby R. Best 
Pastor                                                       Presiding Elder                                 Presiding Prelate 

(1 Peter 3:3; 1 Timothy 2:8-9; Matthew 6:19-21,16:24; Luke 12:13-21;  
1 Corinthians 15:33; Ephesians 5:3-14; Colossians 3:17; Psalm 37:21) 
 
The Positive Rules 
It is expected of all who continue in these societies, that they should continue to evidence their 
desire of salvation, 
 
Secondly, by doing good, by being in every kind merciful after their power as they have opportunity, 
doing good of every possible sort, and as far as possible, to all men; 
(1Timothy 6:17-19, Matthew 5:16, Galatians 6:9-10)) 
1.  To their bodies, of the ability which God giveth by giving food to the hungry, by clothing the 
naked, by visiting or helping them that are sick or in prison.  (Matthew 25:34-36, 40) 
 
2.  To their souls, by instructing, reproving, or exhorting all that we have any intercourse with, 
trampling under foot that enthusiastic doctrine that “we are not to do good unless our hearts be free to 
do it.”(2 Timothy 4:2; Hebrews 3:13) 
 
3.  By doing good, especially to them that are the household of faith, or groaning so to be, employing 
them preferably to others, buying one of another, helping each other in business, and so much the  
more because the world will love its own, and them only.(Galatians 6:10; Romans 12:12) 
 
4. By all possible diligence, and frugality, that the gospel be not blamed.  By running with patience the 
race which is set before them, denying themselves, and taking up their cross daily; submitting to bear 
the reproach of Christ, to bear the filth and off scouring of the world; and looking that men should say 
all manner of evil of them for the Lord’s sake.(Hebrews 12:1; Matthew 16:24, 5:11; Romans 12:11) 
 
It is expected of all who desire to continue in these societies that they should continue to evidence their 
desire of salvation, 
 
 
 
Religious Duties 
Thirdly, by attending upon all the ordinances of God, such as: 
1.   The Public Worship of God.(Hebrews 10:25; 12:23) 
 
2.   The Ministry of the Word, either read or expounded.(2 Timothy 2:15; Matthew 28:19-20;       
Romans 10:17 
 
3.   The Supper of the Lord. (Luke 22:14-20; 1 Corinthians 11:24-26) 
 
4.   Family and private prayer.(Psalm55:16-19; Luke 18:1;  James 5:16; Joshua 24:15; Matthew 6:5-
15; 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18) 
 
5.   Searching the Scriptures, and (2 Timothy 2:15; John 5:39; Psalm 119: 15-16) 
 
6.   Fasting or abstinence. (Matthew 6:16-18; Acts 13:2-3; 14:23) 
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These are the General Rules of our societies; all of which we are taught of God to observe, even in His 
written Word, which is the only rule, and the sufficient rule, both of our faith and practice.  And all 
these we know His Spirit writes on truly awakened hearts.  If there be any among us who observe them 
not, who habitually break any of them, let it be known unto them who watch over that soul, as they 
who must give an account.  We will admonish him of the error of his ways; we will bear with him for a 
season; but if then he repent not, he hath no more place among us; we have delivered our own souls. 
 

♦Social Creed 
 
These are the items addressed in the Social Creed as found in the Discipline of the Christian Methodist 
Episcopal Church.  These are general statements and do not represent all that the church believes in 
social concerns.  Presently, the CME church has a Social Concerns Committee chaired by a member of 
the college of the Bishops.  The committee through the college of Bishops often issues position 
statements about various social concerns.  The CME Discipline addresses the following: 
 
Economic Life     United Nations 
Inflation      Christian Military Service 
Health Services     The Liquor Problem 
Wages and Working Conditions   Crime 
Automation      Gambling 
Poverty and Unemployment    Human Rights 
Urban Life      Sex and Christian Life 
Christian Vocation     Moral and Ethical Behavior 
The Church and General Welfare   Sexual Harassment 
Peace and World Order 
 

●The Church History 
History of Methodism 
 
John Wesley’s Methodist Church to Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 
 
Like Jesus with Judaism and Martin Luther with Lutheranism, John Wesley had no intention of starting 
a new denomination.  But because the emphases of his religious practices were not accepted in the 
Church of England, as the teachings of Jesus were not accepted in Judaism, Wesley ended up, in fact, 
setting up the mechanism for a new denomination.  In a similar way Jesus laid the foundation of 
Christianity. 
 
John Wesley was the son of Samuel and Susannah Wesley.  Samuel was a minister in the Church of 
England and Susannah was a very religious woman who taught her children in the home by very strict, 
but practical Christian guidelines for everyday living.17  
 
Wesley was born June 17, 1703 at Lincolnshire, England in the Epworth parsonage where his father 
was pastoring at the time.  Later, John went to Oxford University and decided to become a minister 
himself, he was ordained September 22, 1728.  And in 1729, he took over leadership of a religious club 
that his brother, Charles Wesley, had founded a couple of years earlier.  This club was actually the start 
of the Methodist Movement.  The purpose of these students was to study the Bible and worship 
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together for mutual encouragement and growth.  They were a serious group, and their activities drew 
attention.  Among the practices of this group were visiting and working with prisoners and the poor, 
distributing food, clothes, medicine, books and running a school. 
 
Reactions from observers were both positive and negative.  Because of the strict observances of the 
club, they were given a number of names with derogatory intentions.  Among these names were Bible 
Moths, Holy Club and Methodists.  The Methodist stuck.  It indicated their emphasis on methodical 
study and devotion.  They were known for their frequent Communions and for fasting two days a 
week.  Methodism spread through England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland and on to America. 
 
John Wesley was given a saving faith on May 24, 1738, during a meeting in Aldersgate Street, 
London.  His testimony was that his heart was strangely warmed as he listened to a sermon from the 
Epistle to the Romans. 
 
The organized Societies (1739-1744) that became the Methodist Church had doors closed to it by the 
Anglican Church because of the different form of preaching.  John Wesley then began preaching in 
open fields and on street corners.  He trained many lay preachers who traveled endlessly.  They applied 
the plan of class meetings in 1742. Classes of 12 met weekly for prayer, bible study, discussions and 
mutual help for Christian living.  The first held organized conference in 1744 ordained two preachers 
and appointed them Joint Superintendents of the work in America.18  
 
In 1744, Wesley held a conference of six ministers for the purpose of supervising the work.  This 
meeting was the forerunner of the Yearly (annual) Conference.  In the next few years matters of 
government (polity) were addressed.  In those early years, there was only one condition for 
membership in the Methodist Societies: “A desire to flee from the wrath to come and be saved from 
sin.”   One was expected to evidence a desire for Salvation by “doing no harm, avoiding evil of every 
kind, especially that which is most generally practiced; such as taking the name of God in vain, 
profaning the day of the Lord, drunkenness, buying or selling spirituous liquors, fighting, quarreling, 
brother going to civil law with brother, breaking the Golden Rule, softness, making bad debts, 
borrowing or buying without the possible sort and as far as possible, to all men and attend upon all the 
ordinances of God. 
 
The basic doctrines included the following: the power of the Holy Spirit to conform a believer’s faith 
and transform his personal life; simplicity of worship; partnership of the ordained ministry with the 
laity; concern with the underprivileged and betterment of social conditions; and the formation of small 
groups for mutual encouragement and edification. 
 
Since our Christian Methodist Episcopal Church came from the American Methodist Movement our 
specific interest is to trace the thread of Methodism from John Wesley to our denomination.  We note 
that the Methodist Movement came to America with the colonists and spread. 
 
After the American Revolution that ended in 1783, the Church of England’s ordained ministers 
returned home to England.  This presented a problem to the Methodist Societies in America because, 
as was indicated above, the Societies depended on ministers for the sacraments, although their other 
leadership was basically lay.   
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Wesley requested that the Bishop of London ordain ministers to be sent to America, but the request 
was not honored.  So Wesley ordained ministers himself in the year 1784, and sent Thomas Coke to 
America as superintendent of the work.  Of course, these ordinations marked the first point of 
separation between the Methodist Movement and the Church of England. 
 
Later that same year, the Methodist Church was formally organized in America on December 24th; this 
organizing conference was called the Christmas Conference.  Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury were 
elected superintendents of the American work (they later became the first America Methodist 
Bishops).  Also Wesley’s Articles were adopted, other ministers were ordained, and plans were made 
to organize Cokesbury College.  In England the same year, John Wesley drew up the Deeds of 
Declaration appointing one hundred men to govern the Methodist Societies after his death.  The 
complete break with the Church of England came several years after Wesley’s death. 
 
The Methodist Church in America grew through Circuit Riders following the spread of the American 
population.  They preached a plain Gospel and founded schools.  Negroes became members of the 
Methodist Church.  However, because of discrimination within the church, Negroes began to form 
their own denominations in the latter part of the eighteenth century.  Of the groups that formed, we will 
give attention to our Christian Methodist Episcopal Church and two others, the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church and the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church.  These are the major Black 
Methodist denominations that are still in existence. 
 
In 1776 a Negro group pulled out of the Methodist Episcopal Church.  They pulled out of the St. John 
Street congregation in New York City.  Their first church, Zion, was completed in 1800, and after a 
resolution was denied in 1822 to grant Negro ministers the privilege of itinerancy in the Methodist 
Church, James Varick, was elected the first bishop of the denomination that they founded.  The name 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church was approved in 1848.  The A.M.E. Zion Church is the 
second largest Black Methodist denomination in America.20  
 
The African Methodist Episcopal Church was formed by a group of Negroes who withdrew from St. 
George Methodist Episcopal Church in Philadelphia in 1799.  Richard Allen was ordained their first 
bishop.  The A.M.E. Church is now the largest Black Methodist denomination in America. 
 
The issue of slavery divided the Methodist Episcopal Church of America in the year 1844.  Some 
members of the northern part of the Church challenged the southern Bishops over the ownership of a 
slave, holding that this was inconsistent with Christianity and his office of bishop.  The controversy led 
to a split.  The southern part of the Church became the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.  The 
Methodist Church remained divided until 1939, when it came together again. 
 
In the meantime, after the Civil War (1861-1865), Negro members of the Methodist Church, South 
requested to form a denomination of their own (at the General Conference held in New Orleans in 
1866).   
 
The request was granted, and our Colored Methodist Episcopal Church was organized December 15, 
1870, in Jackson, Tennessee, in the basement of 1stME, South.  The ward for colored Methodists of 
the 1stME Church, South in Jackson was established in 1848.  It was called Liberty Station because of 
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the name of the street.  That congregation became known as the 1stCME Church and is now 
affectionately called Mother Liberty. 
 
With several Black Methodist denominations in co-existence, there was some conflict of interest 
between them because of competition for leaders, members and property.  The Colored Methodist 
Episcopal Church was accused of being the “slave owner’s church” and by some a church that was 
designed to lead Negroes back into slavery.  This conclusion seems to have been drawn from the fact 
that the CME church was made up of former slaves, whose former masters from the Methodist Church, 
South (of which they were a part), helped in the establishing of the denomination and continued 
charitable ties with them.  The Methodist Church, South gave the CME church properties that it began 
with and cooperated with them in educational ventures that will be mentioned later. 
 
Today it is not too infrequent that questions can be heard of people who are trying to distinguish these 
major Black Methodist bodies.   
 
Questions are heard like, “What is the difference between the AME, AME Zion and the CME 
Churches?”  And students of the history of the Methodist Church in America are aware of the basic 
competitions and conflicts between these churches during their initial stages, but the simple answer is 
that there is very little, if any, difference in the basic doctrines (beliefs) and polity (government) of 
these denominations. 
 
However, as we have seen, they were organized at different times, under some different circumstances.  
They have different lines of leadership for the several groups.  Naturally, they differ in size,  
particular accomplishments, etc. 
 
With our church coming out of the southern church and the other two denominations coming out of the 
northern church, one might appreciate the differences in circumstances in the founding, and reactions 
to certain issues.  Each of the three major Black denominations are still proud of their founding and 
talks are renewing on merger between these bodies.  We know not what the outcome will be. 
 
CME Church History 
The Christian Methodist Church, known as the CME Church, was organized December 16, 1870 as the 
Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America.  In May 1954, the name was officially changed to 
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church.  Negroes who as slaves had been members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, but who attendant upon their freedom, requested in 1866 at the General 
Conference to organize their own separate and independent religious organization.  Accordingly, 
through its regular disciplinary process, the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, granted their request 
at the next General Conference.  Consequently, the CME Church is the only independent 
Conference.  Consequently, the CME Church is the only independent Black Methodist body organized 
with the full cooperation, support, along with ecclesiastical and legal authority of the white 
denomination out of which it came.  But the rise of the CME Church must be understood out of the 
context of American slavery, the tumultuous aftermath of the Civil War, and the social convolutions of 
the Reconstruction Era. 
 
The story of Christian Methodism is unique and captivating, former slaves and former slave masters in 
the midst of new freedom for the one and bitter defeat for the other sitting down together trying to 
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decide how the church could be preserved.  Forty-one black men, barely five years removed from 
shackles of slavery organizing their own religious denomination (the rudiments of which are still 
operative); poor, illiterate, but determined black preachers traveling throughout the South and then 
beyond, building their houses of worship, setting up institutions of learning for their people, 
establishing social solidarity and racial oppression; humble men and women possessing a faith that 
“would not shrink tho’ pressed by every foe, trusting the God of their weary years and of their silent 
tears” proclaiming the unsearchable riches and glories of their God and King –even Jesus Christ; 
Methodist, black but true sons of Wesley, both Christian, free independent, and yet Methodist; heroes 
of courage, loyalty, and hope seeking interracial understanding, yet facing interracial conflicts and 
antagonism.  Christian Methodism is the story of trials and tribulations, failures and successes, defeats 
and victories.  Through the years, it has been a means of God’s grace through which thousands of 
God’s children have come to know the truth about man as found in the truth about God as revealed in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
At the General Conference in Jackson, Tennessee, December 15, 1870 of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South two major events occurred, the organizing of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church 
and two black bishops were elected and ordained, William Henry Miles of Kentucky and Richard H. 
Vanderhorst of Georgia.  Bishop Robert Paine and Bishop Holland N. McTyeire of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 
 
South consecrated them.  Bishop Miles and Bishop Vanderhorst were the first black bishops ordained 
to that office by white bishops of the Wesleyan Methodist tradition.  At its second General Conference, 
which met in Augusta, Georgia in March 1873, Bishops Joseph A. Beebe, Lucius H. Holsey, and Isaac 
Lane were elected and ordained to the Episcopal office. 
 
Because of the acute needs of its people for education during the post slavery era, the CME Church has 
made education a top priority of its mission.  Atone period of its history, the CME Church operated 
fifteen education institutions in the states of Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, Texas, 
Arkansas, Virginia and Oklahoma.  Presently, there are four four-year colleges under the auspices of 
the CME Church: Lane College in Jackson, Tennessee; Paine College in Augusta, Georgia; Miles 
College in Birmingham, Alabama; and Texas College in Tyler, Texas.  Also, the Phillips School of 
Theology, which is a part of the Inter-denominational Theological Center in Atlanta, Georgia.   
 
Through its educational institutions, hundreds of black boys and girls were given opportunities they 
might otherwise not have had and they have gone on to become preachers, teachers, doctors, lawyers, 
sociologists, military personnel, industrialists, entrepreneurs, computer technologists, professional 
athletes, politicians, government workers, etc. throughout the world. 
 
From its humble beginning as, in the words of Randall A. Carter, “in a little company of men of heroic 
mold” the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church has grown to be a major Christian denomination with 
more than six hundred fifty thousand constituents throughout the continental United States and Alaska, 
missions in Nigeria, Ghana, Haiti, and Jamaica.  There are some three thousand traveling preachers in 
the Connection, and ten active bishops.  It is inclusive in its membership, welcoming all persons 
without regard to race, color, national origin, or economic condition to its worship and service.  The 
CME Church is ecumenical in spirit, actively engaged in seeking the unity of the body of Christ, 
participating in the   
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World Council of Churches, the National Council of Churches, and state and local Councils of 
Churches as well as the consultation on Church Union. 
 
There have been a total of sixty-three bishops elected to serve our church since 1870. They are: 
 

William H. Miles George W. Stewart John H. Moore 
Richard H. Vanderhorst Randall A. Carter William Yancy Bell 
Joseph A. Beebe Nelson C. Cleaves Charles L. Russell 
Lucius H. Holsey Robert T. Brown Luther C. Stewart 
Isaac Lane Joseph C. Martin Felix L. Lewis 
Robert S. Williams J. Arthur Hamlett Roy L. Young 
Elias Cottrell John W. McKinney Bertram W. Doyle 
Charles Henry Phillips Henry P. Porter Arthur W. Womack 
M.F. Jamison James A. Bray B. Julian Smith 
J. Claude Allen James L. Cummings Henry Williamson 
Elisha P. Murchison Marshall Gilmore Ronald M. Cunningham 
P. Randolph Shy William H. Graves Thomas L. Brown, Sr. 
Norris S. Curry Dotcy I. Isom, Jr. Kenneth W. Carter 
Walter H. Amos Othal H. Lakey James B. Walker 
Henry C. Bunton Oree Broomfield, Sr. W. Edward Lockett 
Joseph A. Johnson, Jr. Edward Lynn Brown Sylvester Williams, Sr. 
Chester A. Kirkendoll Richard Oliver Bass, Sr. Teresa E. Snorton 
Caesar D. Coleman Thomas L. Hoyt, Jr. Godwin T. Umoette 
Joseph C. Coles, Jr. Charles L. Helton Bobby R. Best 
J. Madison Exum Paul A. G. Stewart, Sr. Marvin Frank Thomas 
Nathaniel L. Linsey Lawrence L. Reddick III  

 
The CME Church 

 

Understanding the Connectional Church 
The Christian Methodist Episcopal Church was founded by 41 former slaves in Jackson, Tennessee at 
the conference convening on December 15, 1870.  Episcopal refers to Bishops meaning the Bishop has 
the highest administrative office.  Our denomination is built on faith in the Bible.  Our church is 
headed by 11Bishops (executive branch of government) and divided into 11areas called Episcopal 
Districts.  The Bishops together are the “College” of Bishops.  The longest serving active Bishop is 
the Senior Bishop and Chief Executive officer of the CME Church.  The laws that are contained in the 
book of Discipline govern our denomination.  We are comprised of 55Regions(formerly Annual 
Conferences) located in the United States, Africa, Haiti and Jamaica.  The Connectional Ministry and 
Connectional Operations of the church are led by General Officers who are elected by the General 
Conference.  The Connectional Ministries are Evangelism and Mission, Christian Education, Lay 
Ministry, Missionary and Ministry to Men.  The Connectional operations are Finance, Christian Index, 
Personnel Services, Publications and Executive Secretary.  These General Officers are supervised by 
the General Connectional Board who meet annually in May except for General Conference years. The 
conferences conduct the business of the church.   
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The different conferences are church, quarterly, district, annual and general. 
 

1. Church Conference meets monthly to agree upon the local church’s actions and policies.  It is 
composed of all the members of the local church.  The pastor presides or a designee. 

2. Quarterly Conference meets twice per year to give leadership to the local church.  It is composed of the 
officers of the church, pastor, local preacher and the Presiding Elder presides. 

3. District Conference meets annually.  It is a group of delegates from local churches in a specific 
geographical area.  The Presiding Elder presides or the Elder designee. 

4. Annual Conference meets annually.  It is a group of delegates from local churches in a Presiding 
Elder’s district.  The Bishop of that Episcopal District presides. 

5. General Conference is a group of delegates from each Region across the Connection who gather to 
approve the laws and regulations of the church.  This is the Legislative Branch.  It meets every four 
years and the Bishops rotate presiding on a daily basis. 

 
The Judicial Branch of the church is called the Judicial Council who are elected by the General 
Conference. 
 
General Officers are elected persons at the General Conference to administer the general programs of 
the church.  The general programs of the church are Christian Education, Finance, Lay ministry, 
Evangelism and Mission, Missionary, Personnel Services, Publications and Executive Secretary. 
 
The Connectional Institutions are Lane College, Jackson, TN; Miles College, Birmingham, AL; Paine 
College, Augusta, GA; Texas College, Tyler, TX; Phillips School of Theology, Atlanta, GA. 
 
Publications of the church are The Christian Index (the oldest and continuous Black Christian 
Publication), Missionary Messenger and Miles Bookstore in Memphis, TN. 
The Collins Chapel Health Care Center in Memphis, TN provides housing for senior citizens. 
 
Human Concerns –establishing missions and ministry programs. 
General Connection Board  
Budget  

The Local Church 
 
Understanding the Local Church 
Definitions: 
 
Worship defined: The joyful, thankful, celebrative response in Jesus’ name to what God is doing, has 
done and promises to do.  It is the realization and personal encounter with God.  It is through the 
personal encounter that one responds with a personal commitment.  (Isaiah 6) 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 
The Benediction: Invocation of blessing (e.g. Jude vv.24-27) 
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Postures:  
▪Standing shows respect in offering praise to God and respect to persons of high rank (e.g. Bishop, 
President of USA, Congress, Judges etc.)   
▪Kneeling shows humility.   
▪Bowing is humble acknowledgement and respect for God.   
▪Processional is movement leading to worship of God.   
▪Recessional symbolizes Christians going back into the world using what they have gained to make a 
difference in the world. 
 
Attire (Vestments):  Robes signify humility in leading an orderly and dignified worship service 
(ministers after ordination of Deacon).  Stoles signify the ordination of the clergy (after Elder), marks 
the sacredness of the sacraments, symbolizes the yoke of obedience to the Master (Matthew11:29-30).   
 
Clerical collar worn after receiving ordination of Elder.  Choir stoles signify an obedient service in 
singing.  The color purple is for Bishops appearing in official attire. 
 

●Furnishings 
Altar or Lord’s Table:  The center of religious services, a symbol of the way that leads to the throne, 
the everlasting symbol of God’s spiritual presence in the church.  Theologically, the offerings are 
placed on the altar because it symbolizes sacrifices to God. 
 
The Chancel:  The space near the altar of the church reserved for the officiating clergy.  The whole 
section around the altar is often called the chancel. 
 
The Divided Chancel:  Has a lectern on one or both sides for announcements and presentations to be 
made. 
 
The Sanctuary (Nave):  Area between the Narthex (vestibule) and altar. 
 
The Pulpit:  An elevated platform, or stand used in preaching. 
 
Good Church Music:  “The Daughter of Heaven” 
 
Candles:  Symbolizes Jesus Christ, the light of the world.  Two candles emphasizes Jesus as fully God 
and fully man. 
 

●Music 
Aid in relating to God: Helps to bring us into oneness, into order, into unity with each other, in order 
that we may offer praise and thanksgiving to God for the celebration, victory, joy, inspiration and for 
Godly sorrow. 
 
Types of Music: Anthems are a portion of scripture.  Hymns are musical setting of religious prose 
inspired by God.  Spirituals are songs that express plight and mood and expression of Black people.  
Gospels are religious setting with a strong underlining rhythmic expression of feeling.   
 
Chants are compositions in which reciting notes, alternating with phrases in song and time generally 
used as a response to scripture and prayer.  Doxology is a short ascription of praise to God. 
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●The Christian Year 
 
Advent: The Sunday nearest November 30.  The beginning of the Christian year and refers to the 
coming of Christ into the world in the birth of Jesus Christ.  This time includes the four Sundays prior 
to Christmas.  The color is purple or violet.  This is the time of penitence and anticipating in 
preparation for Jesus’ coming. 
 
Christmastide: The time from Christmas through January 5.  The color is white reflecting the purity 
of Jesus the Christ. 
 
Epiphany: The time from January 6, the twelfth day after Christmas Day, and to show association 
with the coming of the Wise men.  Their coming meant the showing forth of Jesus to the Gentiles.  The 
color is white signifying light, purity, and brightness.  The length of season determined by the date of 
Easter. 
 
Lenten: The time from Ash Wednesday and continues 40 days not counting six Sundays (ends 
Saturday prior to Easter).  The color is purple and the time of penitence Holy Week begins with Palm 
Sunday (Sunday before Easter).  Good Friday is within Holy Week and commemorates Jesus’ death.  
The color is black. 
 
Eastertide: Begins with Easter Sunday and lasts for seven (7) Sundays.  White is the color. 
 
Ascension Day: The day Christ returned to the Father, forty days after Easter on Thursday.  The color 
is white. 
 
Pentecost: Means 50 and is 50 days after Easter.  The color is red which symbolizes the work of the 
Christian church.  This commemorates the day the Holy Spirit came upon the Disciples in the Upper 
Room in Jerusalem. 
 
Kingdomtide: Last Sunday in August for 13 or 14 Sundays.  The color is green and symbolizes hope 
and growth.  Reformation Sunday falls in this season.  It commemorates the beginning of the 
Protestant movement.  The color is red.  Thanksgiving Day falls within this season and the color is 
white. 
 
Colors: White symbolizes purity and light, and is used in all services of Holy Communion.  Red 
symbolizes blood, fire and Christian zeal.  Purple symbolizes pertinence and contrition.  Green 
symbolizes hope.  Black symbolizes mourning. 
 

●Ministerial Leadership: 
 
The Christian Methodist Episcopal Church acknowledges God's call to preach, believes that preachers 
must wait on their ministry and while waiting, study according to the plan laid out by the CME 
Discipline. 
 
Exhorter:  
A layperson who has felt the call of God to a deeper commitment to Christian service and is in a trial 
period to determine the direction of his/her call supervised by the Pastor. 
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Licentiate: 
A lay person whose call has been acknowledged by the congregation for at least three months, and  has 
been licensed to preach the Gospel under the supervision of the Pastor. 
 
Deacon Orders or Ordination Rights:  
Local-performs duties only in local context; assists the Pastor and is under supervision of the Pastor.  
Traveling on trial to become a minister in full connection.  To assist the Pastor in the leadership of 
worship, baptism, the administration of the Lord’s Supper, perform marriage and bury the dead.  All 
these can be done also in the absence of a person with Elders’ orders. 
 
Elder Orders or Ordination Right:  
Local-performs all the duties of a minister locally.  Traveling-possessing the full rights of a preacher of 
the gospel; and is usually a full member of an Annual Conference and subject to travel from church to 
church throughout the connection (Itinerant Minister). 
 

●Church Officers and Organizations 
 
Class Leaders: 
To inquire about the welfare of his/her members and to collect monies.  They are an extension of the 
Pastor. 
 
Stewards: 
To see that the church is financed.  To provide ministries to the sick and distressed.  Includes a 
recording steward who keeps the Pastor and church informed about the financial status of the church. 
 
Stewardesses: 
To serve the table of the Lord, and assist in the financing of the church. 
 
Church Treasurer:  
To receive all funds collected by the local congregation through offering, tithes, rallies, gifts, 
donations, bequests and monies turned over by local church organizations.  To receipt the same and  
deposit all funds and to provide the Recording Steward with deposit slips and receipts. 
 
Trustees:  
To be accountable and responsible for the property of the local church.  This includes seeing to 
insurance. 
 
Local Board of Christian Education:  
To develop and promote the program of Christian nurture of the church according to the needs of the 
local church and community.  To organize and administer the educational ministry and activities of the 
church. 
 
Sunday Church School: 
To provide training for members of the church at all age levels in the love and knowledge of God as 
revealed in Jesus Christ, in the meaning and understanding of the Bible as God’s word, and to help 
them grow in their Christian faith. 
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The Superintendent:  
The administrative officer of the Sunday school holds meetings with the teachers and other interested 
workers and ensures that the Sunday school moves forward. 
 
Christian Youth Fellowship: 
For youth ages 12-17.  To train young people in Christian living, to enable them to enrich their lives 
through worship, bible study, discussions, Christian service and recreation.  To help them solve  
personal and social problems in light of the life and teachings of Christ.  To offer them  opportunities 
for self-expression and exercise in the duties, functions and responsibilities of the church.  To provide 
opportunities for interaction with other youth in facing social problems. 
 
Young Adult Fellowship:  
For adults ages 18-35.  To provide ministry opportunities and to minister to the specific needs of this 
age group.  Designed also to bring young adults in the mainstream of church life. 
 
Commission on Membership and Evangelism: 
Assists the Pastor in spreading the gospel and enhancing the spiritual life of the congregation.  Work 
through committees (prayer, prospect, visitation, evangelism, membership preparation and 
assimilation, attendance and records). 
 
Women’s Missionary Society:  
Consists of women of the church who are seeking to discover the mission and unity of the church in 
Christ Jesus; make it known abroad and to encourage cooperation, fellowship, and mutual counsel 
concerning the spiritual life and religious activities of the church. 
 
Department of Lay Ministry:  
The major non-Clergy part of the church. Collection of all Ministries consisting of the congregation of 
the church, general, regional, district, and local. Looks to implement a program of ministry in the local 
church. 
 
Choirs:  
Provide music ministry for the church. 
 
Board of Ushers: 
Admit people to the house of worship, attend to their comfort and perform other duties assigned by the 
Pastor or Official Board. 
 
 

●Financing the Church 
 
Budgeting and Financing 
Review the Connectional Budget (found in the Discipline), Region (Annual Conference Budget) 
through the Joint Board of Finance, your District Budget if available and the local church budget 
Discuss with Stewards and/or persons responsible for setting the budget of the District and the local 
church. 
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Reflect on ways the church can be financed through tithes and offering.  Tithing is defined as 10% of 
income paid to the church in an act of obedience to God's Word for the support of the church.  
Offerings are contributions giving freely in support of the church according to 2 Corinthians 9:7.  
These are the amounts of money paid above the tithe. They are to be done according to God's Word. 
 
Stewardship 
Stewardship begins with God.  The Bible reveals God as the creator of the universe and the one who 
made it vibrant with life.  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:26-30).   
 
The Bible recognizes God as the source of wealth, and the church does too, thus, as an offertory prayer 
we sing “All Things Come of Thee Oh Lord” (1 Chronicles 20:14-16).  Reading Psalm 24:1 amplifies 
that the world belongs to God, the sovereign creator. 
 
Other Old Testament verses lift up the reality of God’s ownership.  Psalm 50:10 lets us know that the 
wild animals belong to God.   Haggai 2:8 enlarges our understanding that the gold and silver belong to 
God. 
 
The Understanding of “Giving” is to help us gain a deeper appreciation for Stewardship as taught in 
the Old and New Testaments.   
 
Financial Stewardship is the obedience of giving of tithes and offering as taught in the Bible, that is 
directed to mission and support of the church.  
 
Reflections & Notes 
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